
Sudden oak death
Phytophthora ramorum

Description

First observed in 1993 in Germany and The

Netherlands on ornamental rhododendrons and

viburnum. In North American, it was first reported

in 1995 in Mill Valley (Marin County, CA) on

tanoaks.

Identification

A water borne mold that causes two types of

diseases, bark cankers that may kill the host and

foliar blights that may serve as a reservoir for the

pathogen.

Hosts

Currently there are 31 plant species that are

considered hosts and another 37 awaiting

experimental confirmation.

Reproduction

Spreads via the movement of infected plant material, wind-blown rain, and contaminated irrigation

water.

Impact

Source: MISIN. 2024. Midwest Invasive Species Information Network. Michigan State University - Applied Spatial Ecology and Technical Services
Laboratory. Available online at https://www.misin.msu.edu/facts/detail.php?id=407.



Bark cankers cause droplets of dark reddish brown liquid to appear on the bark ("bleeding"). This

canker can girdle the tree and cause the leaves to turn brown and eventually the entire crown dies.

Tree death occurs within several months or several years after initial infection. Infected trees are

attractive to <i>Monarthrum scutellar</i> and <i>M. dentiger</i> and bark beetles.
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